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About the author

JM Coetzee was born in South Africa in
1940. He won the 1983 Booker Prize with Life
& Times of Michael K and then again with
Disgrace in 1999, His novels include Waiting
for the Barbarians (awarded the James

Tait Black Memorial Prize in 1980) and The
Master of Petersburg (awarded the Irish Times
Intfernational Fiction Prize in 1995).In 2003 he
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.
JM Coetzee lives in Australia.

Disgrace

Refusing to apologise after an impulsive
affair with a student, David Lurie, a 52 year
old professor in Cape Town, seeks refuge on
his daughter’s farm where a savage and
disturbing attack brings into relief the faulfs
in their relationship. Pitching the moral code
of political correctness against the values
of Romantic poetry, Disgrace examines
dichotomies both in personal relationships
and in the unaccountability of one culture
towards another.

Discussion points

e The novel is written in the third person but
we see things from David Lurie’s viewpoint.
Do you think he is the hero of the story?

* Does David become a better human
bbeing as a result of his experiences?

* David Lurie is disgraced in the story
because he has preyed on a vulnerable
student. Do you think the story is albout
other forms of disgrace”?

* How would you describe David’s
relationship with his daughter Lucy?
Does it get stronger or more fraught
in the course of the novel?

* We are more aware of David’s feelings
about Lucy than we are of hers about
him. How do you think Lucy would
describe David?

* If this novel is telling us about the current
reality of South Africa, what is it saying?
Is it a very bleak vision?

Other books by JM Coetzee
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Further Reading
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